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\ CLAIMS 

1, A method of operating a computer system, the method 
comprising the stepa of: 

storing on a mao server computer (11) map data 
representative of a map of a geographical area; 

storing on the map server computer (11) coordinate 
data indicative of the\ spatial coordinates of at least one 
point associated with tihe geographical area represented by 
the map, so as to enable correlation of points on the map 
with their corresponding geographical locations- 
storing on an information server computer (12) 
information data relatind to at least one place of interest 
within the geographical atea, said information data 
including data representative of the spatial coordinates of 
the place of interest withkn the areas- 
transmitting a map request to the map server computer 
(11) from a client computed 7 10 ), and transmitting from the 
map server computer ( 11) I t^iJHrfi^^ computer (10) in 

response to the map request \the/map data and the coordinate 
data associated with the eb^&ac represented by the map; 

utilising the map d^;ta x,o display an image of the map 
on a visual display unit (1) \associated with the client 
computer (10) ; I 

transmitting an informatkon request to the information 
server computer (12) from thelclient computer (10), and 
transmitting from the information server computer (12) to 
the client computer (10) in response to the information 
request the information data relating to at least one place 
of interest within the geographical area; and, 

displaying the inf ormationl data relating to at least 
one place of interest on the visual display unit (1) • 

2. A method according to claimll, wherein the map request 
is transmitted before the informc^tion request, the 
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information request beihg fonnulated by including 
coordinate data provided by the map server (11) . 

3* A method according* fcoclai^ 1, wherein the information 
request is transmitted l^fate the map request, the map 
request being f ormulate^^Mp^ including coordinate data 
provided by the information server (12) . 
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4 . A method accordinjg to' any of claims 1 to 3 , including 
the step of superimpostLng information relating to the place 
of interest on the imaie on the visual display unit, at a 
position on the image corresponding to the location of the 
place of interest on tMe map. 



15 5. A method accordinglto claim 4, wherein the information 
superimposed on the image is a hypertext link. 
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6. A method according Sto claim 4 or claim 5, wherein the 
client computer (10) incCLudes means for scrolling the map 
image to display an image of a. different geographical area, 
and means for varying tJffJT^ splayed data relating to the at 
least one place of intfer^fet on/the visual display unit (1) 
so as to take account/ ofntKe change in the displayed 
geographical area • 

7. A method according tb claim 6, wherein the varying of 
the displayed data includes the step of shifting the 
position of the superimposed information in response to 
scrolling of the map imag€ 

8. A method according tol claim 7, wherein the client 
computer (10) includes means for formulating a further 
request to the information Iserver (12) to identify places 
of interest lying within thie different geographical area. 
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9. A method accdrding to any of the preceding claims, 
wherein the client\ computer (10) includes means for zooming 
the map image in or out to display an image of, 
respectively, a smaller or larger geographical area, and 
means for varying tAe displayed data relating to the at 
least one place of interest on the visual display unit so 
as to take account on the smaller or larger geographical 
area. \ 

10. A method accordinW to claim 9, wherein the client 
computer (10) includes! means for formulating a further 
request to the information server (12), to identify places 
of interest lying withik the smaller or larger geographical 
area. \ 

11. A method according vo any of the preceding claims, 
including the steps of: \^ ^ 

storing on the map s^veyc domputer (11) a list of 

categories of places of Anre^^st^^^x^ 

retrieving the list wjl^h the map data; and, 
displaying on the visual display unit (1) a respective 

icon (6,7,8,9) for each said category. 

12. A method according to amy of the preceding claims, 
wherein the request is effec-ned by activation of a 
respective icon on the visual! display unit (1) . 

13. A method according to any\ of the preceding claims, 
wherein the client computer (lA) includes locating means 
for establishing the current geographical location of the 
client computer (10) , and inclucling the step of passing the 
current geographical location of \ the client computer (10) 
to at least one of the map serveiA computer (11) and the 
information server computer (12).\ 
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14. A method accoiraing to claim 13, wherein the locating 
means uses the GlobAl Positioning System. 



15. A method according to claim 13, wherein the locating 
means includes a cellular telephone. 
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16. A method according to any of claims 13 to 15, wherein 
the client computer (1©) includes means for superimposing 
on the image an icon irlidicative of the current geographical 
location. 
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17. A computer system, fche computer system comprising: 

a map server computer (11) for storing map data 
representative of a map df a geographical area and 
coordinate data representative of the spatial coordinates 
of at least one point lyij^g within the area represented by 
the map; 

mter 
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(12) for storing 

east one place of 
said data including 
al coordinates of the place 
and. 
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an information serverl 
information data represent^ 
interest within the geog: 
data representative of 
of interest within the al 

a client computer (10) , \the client computer (10) 
having a visual display unit \(l) ; 

wherein the client computer (10) includes 

means for transmitting a map request to the map 
server computer (11) to request transfer to the client 
computer (10) of the map ciata and the coordinate data 
associated with the area represented by the map, 

means for displaying a^ image of the map on the 
visual display unit (1) , 

means for transmitting ^n information request to 
the information server computter (12) to identify 
places of interest known to it and lying within the 
geographical area , 
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wherein the information server computer (12) includes 
means for transmitting to the client computer (10) in 
response to the innormation request the data representative 
of at least one plalpe of interest within the geographical 
area, and 

wherein the clifent computer (10) includes means for 
displaying said data\ associated with the place of interest 
on the visual display unit (1) , 



10 18, A computer systeiA according to claim 17, wherein the 
client computer (10) includes means for formulating the 
information request by \ including coordinate data provided 
by the map server (11) A 



15 19. A computer system atecording to claim 17, wherein the 

client computer (10) includes means for formulating the map 
request by including coor^dinate data provided by. the 
infomnation server (12) 

20 20. A computer system icdbj^in^x^o any of claims 17 to 19, 
wherein the client computer (10) includes means for 
superimposing information relating to the place of interest 
on the image on the visual Uisplay unit (1) , at a position 
on the image corresponding \o the location of the place of 

25 interest on the map. 



21. A computer system according to claim 20, wherein the 
information superimposed on tihe image is a hypertext link. 



3 0 22. A computer system accord 
wherein the client computer ( 
scrolling the map image to dis 
geographical area, and means fo 
relating to the at least one pi 

3 5 visual display unit so as to tak' 
the displayed geographical area. 



g to claim 20 or claim 21, 
) includes means for 
lay an image of a different 

varying the displayed data 
^ce of interest on the 

account of the change in 
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23. A computer system according to claim 22, wherein the 
client computer (10) includes means for varying the 
information from llhe information server computer (12) which 
is displayed, in response to scrolling of the map image. 
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24. A computer syatem according to claim 23, wherein the 
client computer (10^ includes means for formulating a 
further request to tthe information server computer (12) , to 
identify places of ihterest lying within the different 
geographical area • 
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25. A computer systek according to any of claims 17 to 24, 
wherein the client computer (10) includes means for zooming- 
the map image in or out to display an image of, 
respectively, a smaller or larger geographical area, and 
means for varying the displayed data relating to the at 
least one place of intares^^on the visual display unit so 
as to take account of me/j smaller or larger geographical 
area. 

26. A computer systei!ly4tcording to claim 25, wherein the 
client computer (10) includes means for formulating a 
further request to the information server computer (12) , to 
identify places of interest lying within the smaller or 
larger geographical area. 



27. A computer system acccirding to any of claims 17 to 26, 
wherein the client computers (10) includes locating means 
for establishing the currenu geographical location of the 
3 0 client computer (10) and meaVis for passing the current 
geographical location of the\ client computer (10) to at 
least one of the map server qpmputer (11) and the 
information server computer (12) . 



35 28. A computer system, substahtially as described with 
reference to the accompanying qrawings . 



